Urban Forestry Advisory Board
Minutes of June 13, 2024
Members Present: Mr. Gerald Checco, Chair; Mr. Scott Beuerlein, Vice-Chair; Mr. Mark Bambach; Ms. Maria Dienger; Mr. Greg Long; Ms. Angie Strunc; Ms. Berteena Rollins; Ms. Crystal Russell
Members Absent:  None
Staff Present: Mr. Robin Hunt; Mr. Doug Fritsch; Mr. Jon Harmon 
Meeting: Mr. Checco called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. Roll call was taken by Mr. Hunt.  A Quorum was in attendance.
Meeting Agenda: A motion was made and seconded by UFAB members to approve the meeting Agenda. All members were in favor; meeting agenda approved. 
Meeting Minutes of Previous Meeting: After answering a brief question regarding the 3721 Aylesboro Avenue appeal, the motion was made and seconded by UFAB members to approve the minutes of April 11, 2024. All members were in favor; meeting minutes approved. 

Monthly Activity Report: The monthly activity reports for April and May were approved by the UFAB members as submitted. 
Report of DNR Urban Forestry Supervisor:  
311 CSRs: 

UF staff met with 311 Dispatch to adopt the Responder App by Urban Forestry to close our CSRs in the field. CAGIS and 311worked to fix the Forestry CSR problem.

Urban Forestry Assessment: 

On May 15, 2024, the City Council passed the two final ordinances for the 2025 Urban Forestry Assessment. Urban Foresty still needs to place legal notice in the Enquirer.
Contract Updates:

a. City-wide Planting Contract

1. Oberson’s still working on the left-over planting orders from last year and have started working on the final plantings (spring ’24 work orders) for the season. 

b. PM

1. Area F (Madisonville, Mt. Lookout, Mt. Washington and Oakley), Ms. Marianne Prue’s district. Recommendation to award but issues (DEI), rebid. 
2. Next PM Cycle – Area C (East Price Hill, Sayler Park, West Price Hill) Mr. Matt Dickman’s district.  

3. PM Reorganization – UF Staff adopted the first PM change since UF inception.

c. Stump Contract - Recommended to award HL Gray after Arbor Care reneged. City finalized early June. 

d. EM – Made recommendation to award to Tree City, Inc., the sole bidder. 
Tree Valuation + Parks Invasive Plant Species Policy:
a. Staff (Crystal Courtney, Garrett Dienno, and Doug Fritsch attended the ISA Tree & Plant Appraisal Qualification (TPAQ): training + certification on April 29 and 30, 2024. 

b. Parks; Development and Institution of an Invasives Policy.

New Equipment Order – Two UF pickups are ready for district foresters – working with Purchasing and Fleet to put out RFI to clarify issue with sunroof before putting out to bid. 
Law Items: 

a. CMC 743 – DNR Manager/ UF Supervisor met in November 2023 with Kevin Frank, Law, to review and set meeting on June 26, 2024, to complete review. It will include revisions regarding Private Orders (in-line with B&I language) and might include revised language about cemeteries and assessment. 

Appeal of 302 Glenwood Avenue: 

Background: In a letter dated May 16, 2024, the homeowner at 302 Glenwood Avenue, Ms. Diana Burke, requested the removal of a newly paperback maple tree between 302 and 306 Glenwood Avenue. Her concern is that the tree is already ten-feet tall, which is near its full growth potential of 15-feet, and that it is growing very near the utility lines.  She also feels that there is a possibility that the tree roots will interfere with her waterlines and will eventually uproot the sidewalk, and the sidewalk replacement falls on the homeowner. 
Decision: 
Notification: Ms. Burke will be notified by U.S. mail of the UFAB’s decision, informing her that if she wishes to appeal the decision, she may do so in writing to the Board of Park Commissioners. 

Meeting Adjournment: 
Meeting: The next regular meeting of the UFAB will be held September 12, at 10:00 a.m. at the Bettman Natural Resource Center, 4 Beech Lane. 
Approved:
_____________________________________
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